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MY FRIENDS an » coomntaN, - 


„ #® 


Election is probably but a ſhort 
one, every one who exerts his honeſt 


8 % 


endeavours, in this ſpace, to open: 
the eyes of his Countrymen to a view: 
of their real intereſts, ſo far has a 


e 


claim to their candid attention. 4 


The Writer of the following pages, 


is aCtuated by no conſiderations, but 
what he thinks, at leaſt, the Cauſe 
TO of 


8 the ſpace preceding a Gs 


1 7 
D 


of the onſtitution ; 4 7 
_ pear to ſee the ſubject 1 in a falſe light 
himſelf, or to place it in the ſame 
point of view to others, his heart is 
clear of all ſhare in the deception. 
The real bafis on which the fa- 
mous, Coalition was formed, has been 
ſo often made the object of public 
contemplation, that any new attempt | 
to analyſe. it, would be ſuperfluous, 
if not diſguſting, The People at 
large have made up their minds up- 
on it, and have been convinced, that 
Neceſſity might be the Patriot's, as 
well as the Tyrant's Plea, I ſhall 
forbear, therefore, as far as that 
meaſure may be concerned, any re- 
troſpective view of what is paſt, and 
confine my own, and, if I can, my 
Readers attention, q to what 3 is 70 come. 


The 


1 


The nenn period is not to he 
ranked among thoſe ordinary Revo- 


| lutions in our Political Syſtem, a 


which we. are too apt to think that 
ſome allowance may be granted to 
the gratification of private views, 


without endangering the very exiſt- 


ence of the Conſtitution but one 
of thoſe awful criſi ises, on the vir- 
: tuous and diſcreet mana gement of 
which, the Nation s Happineſs muſt 
depend —The queſtion that every. 
Elector ſhould aſk himſelf, before he 

exerts his privilege of voting, ſhould by: 
be this:“ Am I contributing, 2 

far as the weight of my vote ex- 
tends, to the preſervation of the true 
and genuine principles of the Con- 
ſtitutjon; Or am * far as in me 
neh uüng MF: diſhoneſt endeavours 
0 


£ a 


©. 


tory) 


t deſtroy that equipbize of Poiwet 4 
by which the "exiſtence of at Con- 
ſtitution is to be deterthified P——It 
has of late been a favourite practice 
with one party, to circulate a no- 
tion, that every de duction from tie 


Authority of the Crown, or the Im 


portance of the Peerage, was fo 


much clear gain to the Cauſe of the 
People ; ; and that the pertnanency 
and beauty of the whole Fabric would 
be the reſult of the contraction, "© at 
leaſt, if not of the deltruction, of 
ſome of i its parts. hs 
There is nothing new in the pro- 
mulgation of this idea; it was bor- 
rowed from that part of our Hiſtory, | 
where the ſubverſion of the Con- 
ſtitution, originatin g from the ſame 
5 was cloſed with the People's 
being 


6 * " * | 
being reduced. to extreme flaye ; S 


| Religious cant. was the, main engine 


of N 8 elevation; 5 but that, g 


a ig 


with the hur 


ceſter Cromwell called his ce Crown- 


ing Victory * becauſe, by that, the 
King, and the whole Royal Party, 
were effectually cruſhed, The fuc«_ 
| ceſefl event of a late gels would , 


have 


(as. it did not ſtrike in 
hy Our - of the day) Was 
wiſely relinquiſhed, for the faſhion- - 
able cant of Whi ggiſm and Revo- 5 
lution Principles. Cromwell Was 
urged on to his Ulurpation, as he 
ſaid, by « « a ſpirit Which would not 1 
wait the Lord's leiſure.” That his 
Diſciple has been urged to action, . 
by a ſpirit leſs. impatient, let the 
witneſſes to his proceedings deter- , 
mine. The event of the Battle of Wor- 


K 


have been equally « « Crownin 8 for li 4 
Imitator; - and would have laid the z 
Authority of the King and the Con- £ 
ſtitution equally at the Victor 8 feet: 2 
But the Genius of the Empire for- < 
tunately interpoſed, and prevented 2 


the Commonwealth becoming a ſe- 


cond time a prey to daring a and reſt- 
leſs Ambition! The Modern Uſurper 
might indeed (if he had ſucceeded) 2 
have conformed to our prejudices, - 
by indulging. us with Ve Þ the . 
forms of the Conſtitution : 1 The 4 
King, perhaps, might have been gra- : 
ciouſly permitted to have worn a 
glittering toy on his head; and the ; 
Peers to be ſtill accoſted | in terms of 
ſuperior reſpect; but theſe would 
have been the only reliques of their 
former ſplendor . and the People 
| (infatuated 


p 
4 | 
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1 7 difference be⸗ 


tween the Exertion of a mild and 


legal. Prerogative, and the unlimited 


Controul of a deſperate and unprin- 


apled Demago gue. Cromwell, to 
the accompliſhment of his meaſures, 


was ſupported by an army of Saints. 
Here, indeed, the analogy is a little 
_ deficient; for no one can pretend to 


find the moſt diſtant reſemblance be- 


tween Lord Sandwich and General 
Harriſon; or between Jack Townſhend 
and Hugh Peters: Lord George, in- 


deed, might have contributed to a ſimi- 


: litude in this part of the Picture; 


but his political tenets are ſo much 


obſcured by his ſcriptural quotas 
Z tions, that one is always at a loſs to 


. 


gueſs, whether he means to raiſe his 
ſpear! againſt /« Saul and his Hoſt 70 
4 K to 4g aut with the Lord againſt 


But the {ene ak 5 been 1 
A. by means extremely 
diſſimilar; and Cromwell s Saints 
might have been equalled, if not. ſur- 
paſſed, by F-x's Sinners If thro' 
your inadvertence, they ſhould be 
enabled to make a ſecond Irruption, 
our Political Safety muſt depend on 
the ſame cauſe which has often ſaved 
a conquered army; the making uſe 
of that time to rally, which the vic- 
torious troops have devoted to plun- 
der: For at the opening the Trea- 
fury doors, the Band too, as well as 
their Leader, will be too o impatient 
to Wait « the Lord's leiſure; and 
be 


E the ee 10 ile 4. of all 15. 
vantages that may offer to hatraſs 4 
flying enemy. We are not yet, 
| however, reduced to! n Tad” tre 4 


_the 1 of the walls 5 "a it wilt: ; 
depend upon you to keep them 3 
How near the Citadel had been ſur- = 
priſed! How near the Executive 
Power had been transferred to impi⸗ 
ous hands, you all remember, ald 
tremble! But for one fortunate event! 
Et adtum erat de Republica—Private 5 
poſſeſſtons would have been as in- 
ſecure as the Public Treaſure; Ng. 
and Law would have been but frail 
barriers againſt ſuch Aſſailants as 
Power and Neceſſ y; and inſtead of 
repining of. remonſtrating at what 
1 9 8 Cx N _ their 5 


their 1 would ſeine, you oh: 
have been ſoon taught a leſſon of, 
thankfulneſs and ſubmiſſion, for. what 
their generoſity might leave. 
Figure to yourſelves, the two re-. | 
| nowned Leaders of the Party, in this 
kind of conference, before the attack. 
« Tis twelve years fince we have 
made the State the victim of our 
di ſſentions; tis time now to make it 
the victim of our Union. I have at 
my nod, ſays one, a choſen band, a 
phalanx which never flinched; all fed 
by my hand, and obedient to my 
voice. I have (ſays the other) 
2 phalanx too; not overfed, indeed, 
but extremely well taught; all Croats 
and Pandours; a light troop, totally 
unencumbered with either fortune or 
credit, that Wait only my fi ignal, to 
+ advance 


603. 


a; and 353 be 
the word Pi All the Realm ſhall 
be in common; in Cheapſide hall 
my palfry go to graſs; ; and when 1 
am King, as King I Will be; I Will 
apparel all in one livery, that they 
may agree like brothers, and worſhip 
me their Lord. After ſuch an ex- 
planation, my Countrymen, ſhould | 
you truſt much to the validity of your - 
Parchment Deeds, or to the ſtrength 5 
of your ſtrong boxes? Or would you 
found a claim to a part, on the rea- 
dineſs with which you ſurrendered 
the avhole ? To the lovers of peace, 
the opulent, and induſtrious, ſuch a 
ſtate, therefore, can have nothing 5 
alluring; thoſe only can thrive. in it 
Who have diſſipated their means by 
vice and prodigatitys, or thoſe who 
| have. 


„ Jack Cade. H. 6. 
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have no truſt but in aharehy aud en- 2 
fiſſion, | to ſave thein - fro being 
foreed to diſgorge the Public Plunder, 
as the means 82 e att 
facinus rellimerent. ' Fol 15 
As much has been aid of the 
wheonitutional manner in which the 
preſent Miniſtry / was formed, ſhall | 
we for a moment advert to * 
vou have been told, that 4 Peer, 
unplaced, and- out of Parliament, has 
no legal authority, either onthe King p 
requiſition, or voluntarily and un- 
alked, to offer Advice to his Sove- 
reign. This is a Conſtitutional | 
Queſtion, and can be ſolved, there- 
fore, only by hiſtorical precedents. 
| BraCton, one of | our | earlieſt Writers 
on Law, ſpeaking of the Peers, ſays; 
nd may be properly called Con- 


5 Jalles, 
* Salluſt. Catil. 


e for Kings call on ther for heir 
Advice: And this Advice they 
might con ſtirutionally offer, 8 
dually as Peers, either in or out of 
Parliament. In the Impeachment 


of the two Spenſers, part of the 


Accuſation againſt them Was, « That 
they, by their evil Covin, would not 
ſuffer the Great Men of the Realm, 


the King 8 good Counſellors, to ſpeak 


with the King.“ Something like 
this, in the late Reign, was alſo 
objected to Sir Robert Walpole; 
but now, by a ſtrange perverſion of 


matters, the « evil Covin” is trans- 


ferred from the Vi thholders,. to the | 
Groers of wholeſome Counſel. Vet 


bi. ow _—_ the Advice of a 


1 115 1 : Peer; | 
* Coke Lit 


King. Now, to ſuppoſe that he 


„ 


. peer, has been brought * "RK as. 
the fundamental and ſufficient | rea- 
ſon for a ſubſequent ſtring of the 8 
| molt unprecede ented Reſolutions that 
are to be found in the Records of 
the Engliſh Parliament. b 


' 


The Appointment of M 


ſhould have the ſole right to nomi- 


time be. compelled | to recede from 


that nomination, without any reaſon 


given, is to ſuppoſe a Poſitive con- 


tradiction: For a power ſubject to 


ſuch reſtrictions, muſt be a nullity in 


itſelf; and, therefore, could never 
have been the ſubject of legal con- 


templation. The very eſſence of 
the Executive Power, it muſt be re- 


ei] = membered, 


5 8 or ſubjest to many wills. 


of various par 
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membered, is its i bz ; 1 8 Mt could 
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never Be added With 
| di Patch, were it lodged in many | 
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The altering that Unity, 1s to make 


en ma ff 


'F X'S £2 $291 A: 


the Deliberutive Power. 2 8 to 


fy oP ; 84.8 Te 
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itſelf the Executive, and one 


ow; +5 2 


ſtroke, to demoliſh, the Frame of the 
Conſtitutional ' Fabric. * Tis Fg 


|: Ilows, as it Were, 


JAA 


a certain de gree of vibration. among 


that every Political Syſtem, co com rhpoſed 


the balancin; g powers; 3 an acceſſion 
70, or a diminution from, any one 


# 4, So 


| ied retain enough * its original 


%, 4 i te 1 


principle, as to remain ſecure:— 


But when the vital, the elſential 
boy part of any one o the conſtituents 


is. annihilated, from chat moment 


£7, 18 8 


: 


: the whole is diflolved. We have 9 


20 Th 


no confidence 1 in your Miniſters, ſay 8 


the Commons to the King; ; and there- 


& 5,4” 4 


8 them. Peu. have not det i 
= 7 inform me, | how they have for- 


feited your Confidence, fays 1 the King 
to che Commons; and therefore I 
ſhall certainly retain them. What 
is this, but an attempt to ſnatch the 


Sceptre. out of the King's hand, and 
to make him A Non-entity | in the 


Conſtitution ? F. or it muſt be obſerved | 


that the Controul affected by the 
| Commons, was not merely confined 3 
to a Negative; not only to whom x 
the King ould nor, but dictated, 13 
according at leaſt to every rational 


1 


| inference, whom, he Aloud have for 


$7 454 41S 


his Miniſter So, And} in Or der. to pal 


5 | late 
0 ö 
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"Nats Md W ölebr b eee A. 1. 
been Mee, "that nothing but. tlle 
n cendent abilities of one "of theſs' 


— 
% 
4 

8 


tra 5 
woul 4 232 Mi. niſters, could fave” the 
State from ruin. I am will ag ak 
ways” to facrifice, | in ſome degree, to 
Popular Opinions; 3 but ſtill with” 4 
reſervation of the right to myſelf of 
canvaſſing theſe Opinions, when the ey 
ſtrongly milltate with my on. Be- 
fore, therefore, F an acknowledge | 
that the redemption. of dhe State 
muſt depend on this Individual's 8 rul- . 
ing it, 1 "muſt be convinced chat a 
country, exhauſted by v war, groanin; 5 
under a load of debt, : and diſtracted by b 
internal broils, may yet be ſaved by Wo 
no other help _ the 60 mighty magic 
of the tongue.“ | Where” Ste "the 
Treaties he has framed? T he All- FE 
D023; -- ances 


er 26 ) 


ances he has formed? Where are TY 'f ; | 


plans of external. Commerce, or his . 


ſchemes of interior Police? Sball 1 


be referred to Mr. Sheridan 5 Regula- +2 
tions for Weſtminſter Juſtices? Or to 
Mr. Burke 6 Reform of rhe King 1 


Kitchen? When Iaſk for the Plan 


by Which the Nation is to receive 
atonement for Lord North s ſquan- 
dering an hundred millions, am I to 


be referred to the beggarly ſavings | 
of ſmall beer and farthing candles; 


or am 1 to allow that the ſins of the 
Ho—ds, the 215 and the R—y' 85 


5 are expiated by a paltry facrifice. of 


cooks and, ſcullions? I will -ay no- 


thing of Lord Ny s retaining a 


finecure, which, by the by, had : 
been proſcribed. by this Bill; for 


his ee muſt eat; 1 


there 


. - $- f * mY # * [ 0 


a 9 


„ gt” 


ficence of the Minifh ö 


5 gument to. convince. you, 1 the 


| caſe; and the fleccing of. the £ Fiend 5 


mi ight be compenſated. by 85 m M- 


hb will ll vox. ſuppoſe, my 


talent of Haranguing ſhould no more 


A 


be the chief recommen dation to you, 


22 


in A Repreſentative, than it is to mne 
in a Miniſter. Integrity of charac- 
nt ſhould be the indiſpenſible requi- 
ſite in both. "IN abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
that. men who hold themſelves bound 
a by. no moral obligations, will ever 


conſcientiouſly diſcharge the duties 


of eiter. Nor will you, E hope, 


look for your Dele gates in brothels 


and gaming-houſes z among. bank- 
rupts in HPNOUr 061 in fortune. Thoſe 


only 


* 


* & ail 6 ky Tn ne tt 
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3 mY Gh he SE [OY 
its difficulties, Whole intereſt c coin- 
Ades with thei intereſt of ww State; E 


who, having ga fare in the”? cargo, 


Hog" 


cariniot be indifferent to tlie e Welfare 


of tlie /oip; ; men who have Kette 
clear of any ſlaviſh ſubmiſſion to the 
Crown, on the one hand; or any 


: violent encroachments | on its Juſt 


rights, on the other. Theſe are _ 
people to whom you muſt Look; 
among Tories and Republicatis, oo 

among men who are convinced, that 
the vigour and ability of the Con- : 
ſtitution muſt depend on the welk 


poiſed | action of all its parts; ; that - 5 


look on every a ggrandiſement of 
any one branch of the Syſtem, to the 


prejudice of © either of the others, as 
an event big with danger to the whole. 
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